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Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Montreal Protocol on Substances
That Deplete the Ozone Layer

September 16, 1999

To the Senate of the United States:
I transmit herewith, for the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification, the
Amendment to the Montreal Protocol on
Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer
(the ‘‘Montreal Protocol’’), adopted at Mon-
treal on September 15–17, 1997, by the
Ninth Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal
Protocol. The report of the Department of
State is also enclosed for the information of
the Senate.

The principal features of the 1997 Amend-
ment, which was negotiated under the aus-
pices of the United Nations Environment
Program (UNEP), are the addition of methyl
bromide to the substances that are subject
to trade control with non-Parties; and the ad-
dition of a licensing requirement for import
and export of controlled substances. The
1997 Amendment will constitute a major step
forward in protecting public health and the
environment from potential adverse effects
of stratospheric ozone depletion.

By its terms, the 1997 Amendment was
to have entered into force on January 1, 1999,
provided that at least 20 states had deposited
their instruments of ratification, acceptance,
or approval. However, because this condition
was not met until August 12, 1999, the 1997
Amendment will enter into force on Novem-
ber 10, 1999.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the 1997
Amendment to the Montreal Protocol and
give its advice and consent to ratification.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
September 16, 1999.

Proclamation 7222—Citizenship Day
and Constitution Week, 1999
September 16, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The Constitution is perhaps our Nation’s

most cherished document, the compass that
has helped us chart America’s course toward
freedom, human dignity, and democracy for
more than 200 years. Its text, born of the
genius and idealism of our Founders and
hammered out through hard effort and com-
promise by the delegates to the Constitu-
tional Convention, established a system of
government capable of responding to the
pressures of social and political change. It
created a sacred covenant that continues to
bind all our citizens by a set of principles
based on the ideals of equality, inclusion, and
independence and by a delicate balance of
powers, rights, and responsibilities among
citizens and their State and Federal Govern-
ments. Today, sustained by the efforts and
sacrifices of generations of Americans, the
U.S. Constitution remains as strong and vi-
brant a charter of freedom as it was at the
time of its signing 212 years ago.

The 20th century has witnessed a great
wave of migration of men and women to our
Nation from all parts of the globe, attracted
by the freedom, justice, and rule of law guar-
anteed by our Constitution. As they assume
the responsibilities of American citizenship,
they infuse our political process with fresh
perspectives and enthusiasm and prove to the
world that a diverse people can live in peace
and progress. Today we are a Nation with
new hopes, new dreams, and new people, but
we are united by a devotion to the same
democratic ideals that have guided us for
over 200 years.

As we reflect upon America’s past, we rec-
ognize that our country is still in the act of
becoming the ‘‘more perfect union’’ envi-
sioned by our Founders. Every generation
of Americans has struggled to live up to our


